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Expansion 
set  for  year 
two  of  GPS 
program 


rian  emphasizes 
events  designed  to 
share  the  Gospel 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  Following 
2010's  inaugural  success  of  God's  Plan  for 
Sharing  (GPS),  the  second  year  of  the  North 


BAPTISTS 


(NAMB)  pro¬ 
gram  will  focus 


"If  the  local 
churches  get 
behind  it  we’ll 
have  a  much 
greater  level  of 
success.  Just  a 
billboard  here  or 
there  isn’t  enough. 
Churches  must 
support  it  and 
follow  up." 


Religious  groups  note  'dangerous 
time'  in  N.  Korea  after  leader  dies 


tracts,  and  invi-  — Thomas 

tatiens  to  attend  Hammond 

church  on  front  team  leader 

doors.  In  2012,  NAMB  evangelism 
GPS  attrac¬ 
tions’  evange¬ 
lism"  will  include  block  parties,  wild 
game  dinners,  sports  clinics,  antique  car 
snows,  skate-a-thons,  golf  tournaments, 
and  other  events,  said  Thomas 
Hammond,  NAMB  evangelism  team 
leader  for  the  biennial  GPS  initiative. 

GPS  2012  is  aiming  for  churches  to 
participate  "at  a  high  level,"  Hammond 
said.  "If  the  local  churches  get  behind  it, 
we'll  have  a  much  greater  level  of  suc¬ 
cess.  Just  a  billboard  here  or  there  isn't 
enough.  Churches  must  support  it  and 
follow  up." 

With  a  theme  of,  Hope:  Find  It  Here, 
GPS  2012  will  utilize  more  Internet 
social  media  tike  Facebook  and  Google 
Ads  along  with  drive-time  radio  spots. 

See  GPS  on  page  five 


must  be  vigilant  because  any  po 
foe  North  Korean  people  wake 
remain  at  serious  risk,"  Leo  death, 
said.  "Pyongyang  [North  The' 

Korea's  capital)  is  not  ore-  named 
dictable  just  because  Kim  Korean 
Jong  II  is  dead."  what  tl 

Km,  69,  died  Dec.  17  "capabl 
after  being  in  ill  health  in  do  anyl 

foe  last  years  of  his  17-year  power.'  _  _ 

rule,  which  was  marked  by  "In  fact,  since  [Kim  Jong  ful  that  they  ought  face 
a  reign  of  terror  against  foe  Eun]  came  closer  to  the  even  more  suffering.  ...The 
North  Korean  people,  espe-  helm.  North  Korea  has  people  of  North  Korea  are 
dally  Christians.  Kim  Jong  stepped  up  its  attempts  to  living  a  nightmare  that 
Eun,  who  is  reportedly  in  uncover  any  religious  never  ends." 


inside 


The  impossibility  of  Christmas 


V  Bonder  for  a  moment  how  implausible  The  abortionist  would  say...  Well,  we  There  ai 
I-/ the  Christmas  Story  must  appear  to  the  know  what  the  abortionist  would  say.  believe  ev 
JL  purely  scientific  mind.  Who  could  pos-  No  reasonable  explanation  can  be  and  they  a 
sibly  believe  that  a  1,000  year-old  collection  found  in  science 

;  i XXI  \  i\i>r  Old  \rrhal  the  origins  lor  the  impu-^ibif  i^MH 

i',k  ii  ■>  :-<  ,  .. ; . 

sociable  doubt,  wornd  foretell  the  coming  ol  rounding  Icsux'  ^SfiWMp 

a  Messiah  and  ascribe  the  fulfillment  of  that  birth,  <o  why 

prophecy  to  the  obscure,  seeminglv-illegiti-  should  we  believe  KjMBjKaBSjF11 

mate  birth  ot  a  lewish  commoner  in  a  b.n k-  'hr'  Bible  account '  i"  H 

water  Middle  East  town  before  Faith.  WWMMHHWIijWy  •  Wf 'H 

there  was  even  a  decent  calendar?  The  righteous-  H  q.£|- ’ m  M  ^ 

fUlyf*  •  I  The  biologist  would  explain  ness  ot  ihe  Gospel  ^  ’  f  I 

■  that  except  for  the  process  ot  message  is  ground-  J.JtSi 

V  ■  parthenogenesis  in  some  lower  ed  in  faith  (Rom,  HHHHHHkpt  'fJfLj 

5  ■  animal  and  plant  forms,  no  1:17),  We  derive  jtJjgBB 

creature  on  earth  ever  came  our  faith  from 

I  into  existence  without  the  sex-  accepting  that  mes-  WJ* 

J  ual  union  of  a  male  and  female  sage  (Horn.  10:17),  ItoShR'  ~)  SHB 

I  of  the  same  species.  not  by  what  we 

The  geneticist  would  ask,  sense  in  our  natural  f 

since  every  person  must  receive  world  (2  Cor.  5:8).  ,'Sm)  -m 

half  his  deoxyribonucleic  acid  'Ve  must  cover  .-’in 

(DNA)  from  his  mother  and  with  faith  every- 
half  from  his  father,  where  was  thing  we  hold  to  be  k 
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Notebook 


Christian  world,  be 
sure  to  make  special 
time  to  share  your 
faith  with  people 
who  don't  know 
Jesus  Christ  as  their 
Lord  and  Savior. 
Show  them  by  word 
and  deed  the  true 
meaning  of 

Christmas. 

During  this  time 
of  seemingly  end¬ 
less  gift  giving,  be 
sure  your  gifts  real¬ 
ly  count  for  some¬ 
thing.  Give  you 
faith  to  those  who 
really  need  it,  and 
give  your  money  to 
the  Lottie  Moon 
Offering  for  Inter¬ 
national  Missions  so 
every  unsaved  per¬ 
son  on  the  globe  can 
hear  about  Jesus 
before  He  comes 
again  —  and  He  is 
coming  again. 

Our  Lord 


William  H. 
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ciskvd  US  1,1  g  i 

both  our  faith  and 
our  resources  with  a  lost  world.  After 
what  He  did  for  us,  it's  the  least  we  can 
do  for  Him. 

From  the  staff  of  The  Baptist  Record, 
we  wish  for  you  and  your  family  a  spe¬ 
cial  celebration  of  the  birth  of  our  Savior 
and  a  Happy  New  Year. 


•  Easter.  This  is  another  of 
those  days  that  we  already 
know  and  love  but  just  as  with 
Christmas,  Easter  Sunday  was 
just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg,  tra¬ 
ditionally  speaking.  The  sea¬ 
son  of  Easter  lasts  for  another 

49  days  after  that.  That's  a  full 

50  days  to  celebrate  Jesus'  vic¬ 
tory  over  sin  and  death. 

•  Pentecost  Pentecost  marks 
the  dose  of  the  main,  tightly- 
packed  sequence  of  observances 
in  the  Christian  calendar.  It's  a 
day  that  doses  out  the  Easter 
season  and  marks  the  coming  of 
die  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  fledg- 


Guest  Opinion 


Celebrating  the 
'Christian  Year ' 

By  Eugene  Curry 
Grenada  Hills ,  Ca. 
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is-  Christmas.  To 
ng  churches  which 
of  Advent  may  focus 


d.  After  Jan.  6,  this  thematic 
ire  focus  is  maintained  for  a 
it-  while,  giving  Christians  a 
chance  to  reflect  on  thebegift- 
is  ning  of  Jesus'  public  ministry 
r  and  His  rise  to  prominence  — 
,■  -■*  an  arc  that  climaxes  on 

on  Dec.  25,  it  Transfiguration  Sunday.  “ 

11  A"~"  *  Lent.  Lent  gets  its  name 

from  the  old  English  word  for 
spring-  During  this  time,  the 
40  days  preceding  Easter, 
“.some-  Christians  reflect  on  the 
istide."  growing  opposition  to  Jesus 
s  one  of  during  His  ministry.  His  own 


ftostmaster. 

Send  changes  of  address  to:  The 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  TO.  Box  530; 
Jackson.  MS  39205-0530. 

Send  news,  communication,  and 
address  changes  to:  The  Editor, 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  S30, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


Christendom  to  tins  day;  ic  passages  from  the  Bibto 
mduding  my  church.  •  Christmas.  Well,  this 

Other  than  Christinas  and  pretty  self-explanatory  —  only 
Easter  (and  just  maybe  Good  that  traditionally,  while 
Friday),  many  Southern  Baptist  Christinas  begins  i  **’  ~ 

churches  have  overlooked  the  also  indudes  the  next  11  days 
traditional  Christian  calendar,  in  its  focus  on  foe  birth  of  Jesus. 
In  doing  so,  we've  not  only  (Remember  foe  song.  The 
impoverished  our  understand-  Twelve  Days  of  Christmas?) 
ing  of  time  as  a  vehicle  for  This  extended  perio 
God's  grace  and  a  servant  of  times  called  "Christa 
His  Word,  we've  missed  out  cm  •  Epiphany.  Thii 
a  lot  of  holiday  fun,  too.  the  traditional  hoi 

The  first  step  in  reengaging  sons  with  which 
with  foe  Christian  calendar  is  Baptists  may  be  les 
to  know  what  it  is,  and  to  that  Epiphany  is  from 
end  here  is  a  brief  summary  of  word  epiphaneu 
its  seasons  and  major  holidays:  means  manifestatic 
•  Advent.  The  season  of  Epiphany,  which  fa 
Advent,  which  covers  the  four  6,  Christians  refl 
Sundays  preceding  Christmas  Jesus'  manifestatii 
Day,  *s  intended  to  bring  foe  public,  sometim 
Christians  into  an  expectancy  emphasis  on  the  v 
regarding  the  coming  of  Magi  from  the  East. 


Tel:  (601)968-3800 
Fax:  (601)  292-3330 
E-mail:  topbslrecufd8mbcb.org 


uncovers  trail  of  Bible's  history 

n\  iri  _  _ _  ** 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  The 
potential  contribution  to  Dead  Sea  Scroll 
scholarship  of  nine  scroll  fragments  owned 
by  Southwestern  Seminary  (SWTBS)  was 
underscored  when  several  SWBTS  profes¬ 
sors  discussed  their  research  to  date  during 


sors  discussed  tneir  research  to  date  during 
foe  Society  of  Biblical  Literature  (SBL)  2011 
meeting  in  San  Francisco. 

"Southwestern's  scrolls  contain  read¬ 
ings  of  Old  Testament  passages  that  are 
nowhere  else  attested,"  Ryan  Stokes, 
assistant  professor  of  Old  Testament, 
noted  after  foe  SBL’s  three-day  mid- 
November  meeting.  "We  are  just  begin¬ 
ning  to  comprehend  their  importance  for 
foe  field,  but  we  expect  them  to  shed  lieht 
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Jesus  Christ 

Requests  foe  *■. 

^Es  Honor  of 
Your 

\  Presence 
fay  in  Heaven1 


of  foe  scrolls,"  Ortiz  said.  "So  that 
ily  thing  that  people  knew  about 
stem's  Dead  Sea  Scroll  fragments." 


Former  Planned  Parenthood  employees  to  aid  inquiry 

WASHINGTON  (BP  and  grants  and  contracts  from  fed-  They  cited  these  among  foe  •  "Detect  and  act  upon 
focal  reports)  — -  Seven  former  eral,  state,  and  local  sources  incidents  they  have  observed  instances  where  a  girl  or 
Plaruted  Parenthood  employ-  in  2008-09.  While  Planned  in  which  a  PPFA  affiliate  or  woman  was  brought  to  foe  din- 
ees  have  volunteered  to  assist  Parenthood's  affiliates  pro-  employee  failed  to:  ic  under  some  degree  of  coer- 

in  foe  congressional  investiga-  vide  contraceptives  and  some  •  ''Properly  account  for  don,  up  to  and  including 

tion  of  foe  country' s  largest  health  care  services,  their  per-  and  maintain  separation  instances  where  foe  girl  or 

abortion  provider.  formance  and  advocacy  of  between  government  funds  woman  was  subjected  to 

The  one-time  workers  for  abortion  is  a  well-recognized  prohibited  from  use  for  elec-  human  trafficking  and  was  a 

affiliates  of  the  Planned  part  of  their  work.  tive  abortions  and  those  victim  of  crime." 

Parenthood  Federation  of  Planned  Parenthood's  num-  funds  derived  from  other  They  said,  "(W]e  are  of  one 
America  (PPFA)  told  leaders  of  ber  of  abortions  and  sharc  of  foe  sources  that  are  not  subject  to  mind  that  foe  extent  of  these 

the  House  of  Representatives  abortion  market  has  increased  as  such  limitations;  problems  with  foe  organization 

Energy  and  Commerce  government  funding  has  •  "Notify  parents  when  a  is  not  fully  understood  by  foe 

Committee  they  would  testify  increased  over  the  years,  vulnerable  girl  is  seeking  an  American  people,  who  are 
to  illegal  or  unethical  behavior  Planned  Parenthood's  affiliates  abortion,  including  instances  underwriting  foe  growth  of 
by  the  abortion  giant's  employ-  performed  more  than  332,000  when  the  minor  girl  is  the  vie-  Planned  Parenthood  and  its 
ees  or  dinirs.  — - abortions  in  2009. tim  of  an  art  of  statutory  rape  potent  outreach  to  foe  young 

They  commended  foe  com-  While  Planned  Parenthood's  under  applicable  state  law;  and  the  poor." 

mittee  s  examination  of  PPFA,  annual  abortion  totals  have 

which  announced  grown,  the  number  of  abortions 

September  by  foe  subcommit-  m  foe  United  States  has 

tee  on  oversight  and  investiga-  decreased  by  about  one-fourth 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  j allowing  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

\ 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I have  sinned.) 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  foe  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Die  New  York  Times 


Looking  bock 

- 

« 
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■  The  Baptist  Record 


Do  Not  Stop  Praying 

Recently  at  an  association- 
al  meeting  I  was  speaking  to 
a  lady  who  had  her  Covering 
Mississippi  in  Prayer  oin  on 
her  collar.  She  pointed  at  the 
pin  and  with  a  kind  of  mis¬ 
chievous  grin  she  said,  "Now 
this  is  soon  going  to  be  over 
isn't  it?"  I  saicC  "What  do 

you  mean?"  _ _ 

mean  at  the  end  of  2011, 
can  stop."  I  laughed  and  to 
said,  "No  Mam  you  cannot  (Li 
stop!  This  goes  on  until  to 
death  do  us  part."  I  know 
that  she  was  going  to  contin¬ 
ue  praying  day  after  day  do.  M- 

before  we  ever  had  the  been  tf 

emphasis  on  Covering  prayer 

Mississippi  in  Prayer  and  she  become 

will  continue  all  of  her  days. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  < _ _  _ _ „  „v 

people  who  committed  to  through  prayer  have  been _  _  _  .  _ _ 

pray  every  day  for  self,  ser-  genuine  that  you  do  not  things  that  "'  has  blessed' 

vants,  and  souls  and  some-  ward  tc  V _ _ . 

what  looked  upon  the  prayer  stop.  How  can  you  keen  up 
emphasis  as  a  program  from  a  prayer  life  consistently  and 

the  Mississippi  g«— «-«.  *.-! - 1 — .1  / 

Convention  that  will  con-  wearing  out,’  wearing  down, 
elude  at  the  end  of  December  or  wearing  off? 
and  then  we  will  move  on  to  One  —  start  with  prayer, 
something  else.  VVrong  —  Before  you  do  anything  else 
wrong  —  wrong!  Thousands  start  your  day  with  prayer, 
and  thousands  of  you  joined  Before  you  make  some 
IP  Covering  Mississippi  in  phone  calls,  turn  on  the  tele- 
prayer  and  beginning  each  vision,  go  for  a  run,  or  start 
aay  before  the  Lord  in  mapping  out  the  burdens, 
prayer.  All  year  long  it  has  opportunities,  and  responsi- 
been  a  growing  prayer  expe-  bilities  of  the  day,  start  with 
nence.  The  impact  of  our  prayer.  Through  the  year  a 
praying  has  been  felt  in  mul-  number  of  people  have  said 
"Pie  ways  throughout  our  to  me  something  like,  "do  we 
state  and  even  our  country.  have  to  do  this  every  day?" 

.  ray?r  *8  ,8n  amazing  When  they  would  say  that  a 
t™n8-  1  can  fairly  and  safely  couple  of  things  would  come 

"°  *??*  8P.i1ritu1al  my  mind.  The  first  one 
aspect  of  your  life  will  take  being  —  have  you  not  been 

P  kCfu  aP,art  .m.  Prayer  PcayinR  every  day  and  the 
whether  it  is  receiving  Jesus  other  thing  was  why  would 
as  your  Savior  and  Lord  or  you  not  do  something  as 
seeking  God  s  direction  meaningful  and  fulfilling  as 
about  some  weighty  deci-  praying  every  day.  Aren't 
s,on-  ,  PF?,yer,  must  be  there  things  in  your  routine 

ina°ro^1H  W^fth!r  *  f  tlY'  you  repeat  over  and 

mg  to  find  a  job,  deciding  to  over  and  yet  they  have 
marry  a  mate,  entrusting  1  y 


and  at  other  times  they  are 
shorter  and  more  thought 
provoking.  It  has  simply 
become  a  priority  and  an 
important  part  of  my  life. 
Something  as  simple  as  writ¬ 
ing  a  brief  letter  has  marked 
my  way  and  kept  me  on 
track  each  day  all  year  long. 
Write  down  one,  two,  or 
three  sentences  in  a  letter  to 
God  If  you  keep  a  notebook 
day  write  a  letter 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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'  By  Owlet  Marx,  1932  -  2004 
02005 


She  said,  "I  1 1 

-  _  . — .1,  we  Jesus  said,  "Men  are  always  meaning  and  they  enrich 

r,  and  not  to  faint"  your  life?  Sure!  Don't  you  to 
8:1).  We  are  always  eat,  breathe,  and  sleep  every  as 
and  not  fall  by  the  day?  You  may  drink  coffee  thi 
wayside  —  do  not  stop.  Do  every  dav.  I  can  hear  some  of  sa' 
was  going  to  contin-  what  God  has  called  you  to  you  saving,  "Well,  I  cannot  yd 

w  for  you  has  do  without  that."  You  may  tp 

last  year  of  talk  on  the  phone,  drive,  and 
irayer  experiences  have  go  walking,  every  day.  Even  ah 
ime  so  real,  your  faith  beyond  and  above  all  of  thi 
has  grown,  and  your  experi-  those  things,  you  need  to  yo 
are  ences  of  God's  hand  at  work  pray  daily.  9tr 

i  so  Two  —  say!  One  of  the  in 

„  — 1  .1 —  11 - J,  yo 

to  stop.  You  must  not  encouraged,  and  enriched  car 
u  .  my  life  to  say  nothing  about  fin 

,  — - — - - j -  the  fact  that  it  has  been  a  yoi 

ii™1St  triurnphantly  without  just  part  of  the  mix  in  my  life  is  avi 

to  pray  every  day.  Most  of  yoi 
those  things  come  naturally  wii 
and  almost  thoughtlessly  yoi 
because  you  need  to  do  tar 


GTJ  2KNE  IUTYOJKX 


ZNKOX 


NKGXZY  ZNGZ 


XKSKSHKX  GRR  ZNKOX 


COIQKJTKYY; 


ZNKOX  UCT  JUOTMY 


NGBK  HKYKZ  ZNKS 


GHUAZ;  ZKNE 


HKLUXK  SE  LGIK 


NUYKG  YKBKT:  ZCU 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Daniel  Five:  Five 


narry  a  mate,  entrusting 
Tiur  children  to  the  hand  of 
'od,  or  seeking  God's  gnjee 


in  a  difficult  or  awkward  set¬ 
ting,  prayer  is  the  essential 
in  finding  the  Lord  at  work 
in  your  experience. 

So  do  not  stop  praying! 
Whatever  else  you  may  stop 


THt  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION  IS  SKKJNG  QUALIFIED 
APPLICANTS  FOR  THt  POSTOONoi 
DEVELOPMENT  OFFKH.  IVa*.  ^ 
Foundations  website  at  www.msbaphsl 

loundation.oiitfcx  more  details. 

FIRST  BAfTBT  CHURCH  Of  HELENA  IS 
SHWNC  a  NEW  PASTOR.  Please  sen 
Chun*  <*  HHer*, 
6306  Wildwood  Rd  Moss  ftxrt,  MS 
39S62  Attn:  fastoc  Search  Committee 

central  baptist  church  in 

BROOKHAVEN,  MS,  IS  SEEKING  A 
FARtTIME  MINSTER  Of  THROWN 

AND  VC*  ITH.  Resumes  may  be  emailed 
lo  quesbonsRcbcbrookhaven.ore  or 
rated  to  P.O.  Box  591,  Brookhawa?  MS. 

3j6C^. _ 

SHADY  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
LUCmUE  MSSraONG  A  FART  TlAi 
MINSTER  Of  YOUTH  Email  all  resumes 
to  iames.robeftmoteRusannxjnil 
INTERSTATE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
SHAW,  MS  B  SEEKING  A  FULL  TIME 
PASTOR  Send  resume  to:  John 
CWcdi.  947  Sandpit  Road,  Shaw,  Ms. 
38773  or  email  to:  jdiouccoliO 
catteone.net 

WTOTATE  BAPTBT  CHURCH  IN 
SHAVV,  ^  B  SEEKING  A  PART-TIME 
MINSTER  OF  MUSIC.  Please  send 
resumes  to  John  Chouccoli,  947  Sandpit 
Road,  Shaw,  Ms.  3B773  or  email  to 
jchouccoliRcableone.net. 


Learn  how  to  avoid  risk, 
avoid  probate,  and  make 
your  money  generate  a 
guaranteed  lifetime  income 


*  Fixed  Index  A.nnuity  at 

4.25% 

Guaranteed  the  First  Year 


Just  for  the  Record 


William  Carey  University  inducted  66  new 
members  into  the  Mississippi  Beta  Chapter 
of  Alpha  Chi  National  College  Honor  » 
Society  on  November  30  in  the  Kresge 
Room  of  Thomas  Business  Building  on 
WCU's  Hattiesburg  campus.  Membership 
into  Alpha  Chi  is  limited  to  no  more  than  10 
percent  of  the  junior,  senior  and  graduate 
classes,  and  at  WCU,  students  must  have  at 
least  a  3.70  Grade  Point  Average  on  the  4.0 


scale  to  qualify.  The  ceremony  was  led  by 
Randall  Harris,  associate  professor  of  biolo¬ 
gy  and  Alpha  Chi  advisor.  Read  Diket,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  art  and  education,  director  at 
Center  for  Creative  Scholars,  and  Alpha  Chi 
advisor,  Bennie  Crockett,  vice  president  for 
institutional  effectiveness  ana  long  range 
planning  and  co-director  for  the  Carey 
Center,  and  Gieryl  Maqueda,  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Spanish.  Shown  are  the  inductees. 


1.  Futral  and  May 

Jim  Futral  recently  presented  Christine  May  from 
Pine  Forest  Church,  Montgomery  Association,  with 
a  letter  of  appreciation  for  her  creative  way  of  making 
extra  money  to  give  to  international  missions.  Every 
year  she  makes  cakes  and  rolls  to  sell  and  gives  the 
proceeds  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Offering. 


1.  WCU  Alpha  Chi  inductees 


Wesson  Church,  Wesson,  has  called  as  its  new  pastor. 
Nelson  Santa  Ana,,  formerly  Associate  Pastor  at 
Galilee  Baptist  Church,  Zachary,  La.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  Louisiana  State  University  and  the  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  Joining  Nelson  in  his 
new  ministry  is  his  wife,  Carly,  son  Carson  and 


but  less  TV  advertising.  Some 
TV  ads  will  still  run  in  dozens 
of  markets  across  the  United 
States.  A  half-dozen  30-sec- 
ond  TV  spots  in  English  and 
Spanish  already  have  been 
produced. 

The  external  GPS  website, 
Findithere.com,  will  include 
personal  testimonies.  Gospel 
presentations,  tips  on  how  to 
rind  a  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  church,  and 
answers  to  spiritual  ques¬ 
tions.  An  internal  GPS  web¬ 
site,  GPS2020.net,  will  offer 
tips  to  pastors  and  church 
members.  /•  toll-free  phone 
number  will  also  be  available: 
(888)  537-8720. 

In  total,  NAMB  will  make 
more  than  one  million  dollars 
available  for  GPS  2012  for 
media  buys  —  roughly 
$18,000  -  $20,000  per  state 
convention,  Hammond  said. 
The  mission  board  is  budget¬ 
ing  an  overall  $15  million  for 
GPS  campaigns  every  two 
years  through  2020. 

NAMB  President  Kevin 
Ezell  said  GPS  2012  will  have 


TOURS 

Worry  Free  Travel  with  Christian  Friends 


daughter  Caroline.  Pictured  are: 
Santa  Ana,  and  Lori  Bridges. 


Dale  Sullivan, 


EXPERIENCE 

A  LIFE-CHANGING 
CHRISTIAN  TRAVEL 
EVENT 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY 21 
10:00AM  -  3:00PM  , 
doors  open  at  9  AM 

At  the  Mississippi  Agriculture  and  Forestry  Museum 
ENJOY  A  GREAT  LUNCH,  ENTERTAINMENT 
AND  INFORMATION 

$25  PER  PERSON 

Limited  to  first  400  reservations  by  mail  or  phone 
_  Church  buses  welcoaie(gre*t8r.aduh  outing  and  free  help 
for  your  own  tours) 

Great  Christian  entertainment  and 
inspiration  by  First  Love,  Mystery  guest  from 
Gaither  Homecoming  videos  and  more. 

Presented  by  PURPOSE  DRIVEN  TOURS 
providing  “Worry  Free  Travel  with  Christian  Friends  for  a 
New  Generation  of  Adult  Travelers" 

We  will  preview  our  2012  schedule  of  1 1  life  changing  tours  to 
35  states  and  two  provinces  as  well  as  form  groups  for  1-3  day 
tours  andjhare  die  new  “World  Mission  Observation  Tours  ” 
Come  for  Opportunity  to  meet  dozens  of  our  regular  travelers  and 
find  roommates  for  future  trips. 

Mail  checks  to  Purpose  Driven  Tours,  3924  Lake  Catherine  Dr. 
Jackson,  Ms.  39212  or  call  601-371-8733 for  reservations  and 
our  2012  catalog. 


1.  Sullivan,  Santa  Ana,  and  Bridges 


his  100%  support  and  com¬ 


mitment  of  financial  and 


sonnel  resources,  as  well  as 
the  same  commitment  from 
NAMB  staff  and  trustees. 

Affirming  GPS  as  dovetail¬ 
ing  with  NAMB's  new  Send 
North  America  evangelistic 
church  planting  strategy,  Ezell 
said,  "GPS  will  incorporate 
our  church  planting  focus  in 
at  least  two  ways.  State  con¬ 
ventions,  associations,  and 
local  churches  can  use  GPS  to 
go  into  an  area  that  needs  a 
church  and  use  it  to  sow  seeds 
for  a  new  church  plant  to 
come. 

"Second,  GPS  will  be  a 
great  tool  for  existing  church 
plants  to  use  to  evangelize 
their  communities." 


$<47 

$709 

$1,283 


IS (*11161) 
26  (*10316) 
33 (*11074) 
44  (*11076) 


$608 

$667 

$1,207 

$1,565 


$1,664 


Orer  ISO  New  tc  Used  Buses  in 
MHMHH  Cb  urch  Bus  Dealer 
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1.  Neshoba  Church,  Union, 
held  a  baby  dedication. 
Shown  are  Lee,  Jill, 
Sydnee,  and  Peyton 
lullen  and  pastor  Johnny 
Collins. 

2.  Sunrise  Church,  Leake, 
held  an  RA  recognition  in 
September.  Shown  axe 
the  RAs  and  leaders. 


3.  The  Church  Music 
Department,  Mississippi 
Baptist  .  Convention 
Board,  presented  a  certifi¬ 
cate  to  Bernard  M.  Taylor 
for  50  years  of  service  as 
minister  of  music  at 
Carrollton  Church, 
Carrollton.  Shown  are 
Taylor;  his  wife,  Beverly, 
Paula  Smith,  and  Gene 
Henderson. 


1.  Neshoba  Church,  Union 


4.  East  Columbia  Church, 
Columbia,  recently 
ordained  Geoffrey 
McMichael  and  Jerry 
Broom  as  deacons. 
Shown  are  Chris  ti 
McMichael,  McMichael, 
Caitlin  McMichael, 
Broom,  Belinda  Broom, 
and  pastor  Tim  Morrison. 

5.  Priscilla  Hogan,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Dixie  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  organized 
and  held  a  golf  tourna¬ 
ment  for  her  senior  pro¬ 
ject  at  school.  She  used 


5.  Dixie  Church,  Hattiesburg 


toward  the  mission 
efforts  of  the  church's 
Peru  mission  team.  She 
presented  Paul  Wise,  mis¬ 
sion  team  organizer,  a 
check  for  $4000.  Shown 
are  Hogan  and  Wise. 


Looking  for  the  perfect 
Christmas  gift  for  your 
high  school  senior  or 
college  student? 

Pick  up  a  copy  of  How  to 
Reach  Your  Campus  for 
Christ  at  AuthorHouse, 
Barnes  &  Noble,  or 
Amazon  com 


3.  Taylor  recognition 


4.  East  Columbia  Church,  Columbia 
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LifeWay  Research: 
SBC  favorable  rating 
clouded  by  negatives 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  very  unfavorable  to  them. 

The  majority  of  Americans  Respondents  were  shown 
have  a  favorable  impression  of  the  names  of  five  denomina- 
Southem  Baptists,  according  tions  or  faith  groups  and 
to  a  recent  LifeWay  Research  asked  to  "indicate  if  your 
study.  impression  is  very  favorable. 


1.  Enterprise  Church,  Enterprise 


The  GAs  from  Enterprise 
Church,  Enterprise, 

Clarke  County,  went  on  a 
caroling  haynde  to  deliv¬ 
er  fruit  baskets  to  local 
shut-ins.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

First  Church, 

Runnelstown,  will  host 
The  Singing  Echoes  in 
concert  Jan.  6,  7  p.m.  A 
love  offering  will  be 
received. 


3.  The  Joy  in  Faith  Sunday 
School  class  of  Carriage 
Hills  Churcn, 

Southaven,  are  shown 
during  their  fall  planning 
meeting.  The  class 
ranges  in  age  from  70  - 
101.  The  oldest  active 
member  is  Anita 
Sutterfield,  91,  third  row, 
third  from  left. 


3.  Carriage  Hills  Church,  Southaven 


Baptists  tional  churches  (20%). 

;ry  favor-  Significantly  more  respon¬ 
ded  to  be  dents  (58%)  disagree  with  this 
id  Steizer,  statement  for  community  or 
search  and  nondenomina tional  churches, 
iment  at  indicating  that  such  churches 
are  considered  as  a  possible  fit 
more  often  than  other 
Christian  faith  groups  indud- 


4.  The  children  of  Belden 
Church,  Belden,  per¬ 
formed  their  Christmas 
Musical  December  11. 
Teresa  Bridges,  Director 
of  Children's  Ministry; 
Jim  Holcomb,  pastor. 


“On  one  hand  it  does  look 
like  the  SBC  has  higher  nega¬ 
tives  than  other  faith  groups, 
and  the  unchurched  numbers 
are  particularly  disconcert- 


v,  When  consid- 
,not  specifically 


4.  Belden  Church,  Belden 


SBC),  44%  disagree  with  the 
statement;  Catholics,  43%; 
other,  most  people  don't  seem  Methodists,  42%;  and 
to  be  concerned  either  way  Southern  Baptists,  38%.  * 
because  there  is  a  level  of  This  positive  reaction  to 
indifference  to  denominations  community  or  nondenomina- 
or  religion  in  general."  tional  chinches  reflects  other 

In  fact,  two-thirds  of  recent  LifeWay  Research 
Americans  are  without  strong  analysis  that  showed  growth 
feelings  in  regard  to  all  file  among  nondenominational 
Christian  faith  groups  includ-  churches  while  Southern 
ed  in  the  survey,  with  a  third  Baptists  are  trending  in  a 


The  children  and  leaders 
of  Concord  Church, 
Benton-Tippah 
Association,  enjoyed  a 
trip  to  the  pumpkin 
patch  at  Blue  Mountain 
in  October.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 

Sylvarena  Church, 
Smith  Association, 


ordained  Gird  Norman 


Warren  III  as  deacon  on 
Dec.  4.  Shown  are  pastor 
George  Stockman, 

Rhonda  Warren,  Warren, 
and  Robin  Risher. 


5.  Concord  Qturcty,  Benton-Tippah  Association 


6.  Warren  ordination 
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Commission  can  move  forward 


Congress  finally 
reauthorizes  religious 
freedom  committee 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  United 
States'  watchdog  for  worldwide  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  gained  reauthorization 
from  Congress  Friday  on  what  could 
have  been  its  final  day  of  existence. 

The  House  of  Representatives 
approved  by  voice  vote  a  bill  to  reau¬ 
thorize  the  U.S.  Commission  on 
International  Religious  Freedom 
(USCIRF)  for  three  more  years.  The 
House  action  came  three  days  after  the 
Senate  approved  the  same  legislation 
Dec.  13  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  good  news  for  religious  liberty 
advocates  did  not  come  without  some 
disappointments  for  many  of  their 
number.  The  bill  limits  commissioners 
to  two,  two-year  terms.  That  restriction 
will  require  seven  of  the  nine  current 
commissioners  to  leave  the  panel  in  90 
days.  In  addition,  USCIRF's  yearly 
budget  will  drop  from  more  than  $4 
million  to  $3  million. 

Richard  Land,  one  of  USCIRF's 
commissioners  and  a  Southern  Baptist 
religious  freedom  advocate,  saia  he 
was  "delighted  and  relieved"  that 
Congress  had  reauthorized  the  panel. 

USCIRF's  closure  "would  have  been 
tragic  for  the  cause  of  religious  free¬ 
dom  and  human  rights  around  the 
world,"  said  Land,  president  of  the 
Ethics  k  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  in  Nashville.  "USCIRF 
has  been  so  successful  in  highlighting 
these  issues  that  other  countries  have 
imitated  the  United  States  and  started 
similar  commissions  of  their  own. 
How  ironic  would  it  have  been  for  the 


United  States  to  allow  its  commission 
to  lapse? 

"My  only  regret  is  the  legislation 
does  not  allow  for  at  least  one  or  two  of 
die  current  commissioners  who  have 
years  of  experience  to  continue  to  serve 
tor  at  least  one  more  term  to  provide 
institutional  memory  to  the  commis¬ 
sion,"  he  said. 

In  a  written  statement  Rep.  Frank 
Wolf,  R.-Va.,  did  not  criticize  the  term- 
limit  measure  added  to  the  House  bill 
he  sponsored,  instead,  he  applauded 
Congress'  reauthorization  of  a  panel 
whose  work  he  described  as  "of  the 
utmost  importance." 

USCIRF  "speaks  plainly  about  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  abuses  wherever  they 
occur  in  ways  that  the  State 
Department  can  rarely  muster,  during 
Republican  and  Democrat  administra¬ 
tions  alike,"  Wolf  said  in  a  written 
statement.  "[TJoday's  reauthorization 
sends  a  dear  message  to  repressive 
regimes  around  the  globe  that  interna¬ 
tional  religious  freedom  is  a  U5.  for¬ 
eign  policy  priority." 

Land,  who  has  served  on  USCIRF 
for  more  than  a  decade  minus  a  nearly 
one-year  absence,  is  one  of  the  seven 
commissioners  who  will  fiave  to  leave 
the  panel  within  90  days. 

"The  commission's  survival  is  far 
more  important  than  my  service," 
Land  saict.  "The  continuation  of  insti¬ 
tutional  memory  is  more  important 
than  my  personal  service.  It  has  been 
an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  serve,  and  I 
know  others  will  be  similarly  blessed 
by  their  terms  of  service  in  the  future." 

USCIRF  has  played  a  major  role  in 
bringing  attention  to  the  persecution  of 
Christians  and  other  religious  practi¬ 
tioners  since  it  was  established  by  the 
International  Religious  Freedom  Act  in 
1998.  The  bipartisan  panel  advises  the 
White  House,  US.  State  Department 


Richard  Land 

and  Congress  on  the  status  of  religious 
freedom  overseas. 

Among  its  responsibilities  is  to 
make  a  yearly  report  on  global  con¬ 
ditions  for  religious  adherents  and 
to  recommend  to  the  State 
Department  governments  that  it 
believes  qualify  as  "countries  of  par¬ 
ticular  concern,"  a  designation 
reserved  for  the  world's  worst  viola¬ 
tors  of  religious  liberty. 

The  House  voted  391-21  in  mid- 
September  for  Wolf's  bill  reauthorizing 
USCIRF  for  two  more  years,  but  the  bill 
met  a  roadblock  in  the  Senate.  Using 
one  of  the  chamber's  rules,  a  single 
senator  reportedly  put  a  hold  on  the 
reauthorization  legislation. 

Sen.  Richard  Durbin,  D.-Dl.,  was 
widely  reported  to  be  the  member  who 
held  up  the  bill. 


Church  security:  Plans  must  assess  risk 


r  Chester  L.  Quarles 


Fourth  in  a  seven-part, 
periodical  senes 

Before  you  can  develop  a 
strong  church  security  plan, 
you  must  complete  a  risk 
assessment  Your  local  police 
department's  crime  preven¬ 
tion  unit  can  be  of  service 
here.  They  can  tell  you  of 
crimes  in  your  neighborhood 
and  crimes  against  other 
churches  in  their  jurisdiction. 
Knowledge  is  your  first  line  of 
defense! 

The  word,  "risk,"  implies 
any  possibility  of  loss  or 
attack.  To  a  novice,  it  seems  a 
vague  and  elusive  term.  Risk 
assessment  is  usually  histori¬ 
cal.  We  need  to  know  what 
has  gone  before.  We  need  to 
know  if  an  incident  at  another 
church  could  happen  at  our 
church,  then  we  can  make  a 
list  of  the  threats  and  weak¬ 
nesses  which  most  concern 
our  membership. 

We  can  look  at  crime 
trends  and  then  rate  our  infor¬ 
mation  by  assigning  a  reliabil¬ 


ity  factor  to  it  The  police 
crime  prevention  unit  can 
help  pnoritize  your  risks. 

Risk  avoidance  attempts  to 

remove  or  _ _ 
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threat  Quarles 

might  be 

accomplished.  Risk  accep¬ 
tance  is  what  most  churches 
do  now  —  nothing!  It  basical¬ 
ly  relies  on  foe  myth  that  there 
is  very  little  that  you  can  do  to 
prevent  or  deter  crime. 

Risk  spreading  involves 
assigning  functions  to  multi¬ 
ple  individuals  so  that  the  loss 
impact  is  reduced.  An  exam- 


bank,  foe  risk  is  spread. 

Risk  transfer  usually 
involves  the  insurance  indus¬ 
try  or  sharing  foe  loss  with 
another  party,  such  as  an 
armored  car  service,  thus 
minimizing  loss. 

The  risk  assessment  is  an 
absolutely  necessary  compo¬ 
nent  of  any  viable  security 
plan.  Risk  management  is  a 
moral  and  a  legal  responsibil¬ 
ity.  It  should  be  noted,  howev¬ 
er;  that  security  analyses,  poli¬ 
cies,  plans  and  procedures 
may  be  subpoenaed  in  foe 
event  of  a  premises  liability 
lawsuit 

While  the  total  lack  of 
security  planning  is  a  strong 
negative  issue,  foe  problem  of 


2+  Rule"  (twc  or  more  peo¬ 
ple  together  reduce  the  threat 
of  street  crime  by  67%).  For 
example,  if  two  or  more  peo¬ 
ple  take  the  offering  to  foe 


failing  to  live  up  to  your  own 
policies,  procedures,  and 
plans  will  certainly  be  exploit¬ 
ed  by  opposing  legal  counsel 
in  a  lawsuit 

Vulnerability  indices 
involve  identifying  specific 
threats.  What  are  foe  primary 
threats?  Vandalism,  burglary, 
arson,  robbery,  internal  fraud, 
and  kidnapping  are  people- 
caused  threats.  Earthquakes, 
floods,  tornadoes,  and  fires 


should  also  be  considered  in 
your  risk  factors. 

Probability  factors  are  sig¬ 
nificant  Are  you  situated  in  a 
high-  crime  or  a  low-crime 
area?  Are  members  of  your 
congregation  reasonably  con¬ 
cerned  about  threat,  loss,  or 
risk?  Have  there  been  any 
specific  threats  against  your 
facility,  your  congregation,  or 
your  church  leaders? 

Criticality  refers  to  foe  con¬ 
sequence  of  a  particular  risk. 
If  your  church  treasurer  steals 
foe  building  fund,  then  you 
aren't  going  to  build  that 
addition.  If  a  non -custodial 
parent  takes  a  child  out  of 
your  nursery,  then  many  wor¬ 
shipers  won't  leave  foetr  chil¬ 
dren  in  your  nurseries. 

Risk  assessments  can  help 
you  manage  your  risks  realis¬ 
tically. 

Quarles  is  professor  emeritus 
of  criminal  justice  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  in 
Oxford  and  coauthor  of  the  book, 
Crtme  Prevention  for  Houses  of 
Worship  He  may  be  contacted  at 
cmarlesGfolemiss.edu.  Copyright 
2011.  Used  by  permission. 


Music  school 
opens  for 
Mississippi 
enrollment 


January  begins  the  third  of  eight 
courses  offered  at  seven  locations  in 
Mississippi  sponsored  by  the  Church 
Music  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB),  in 
cooperation  with  the  Providence 
Learning  Center  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

The  courses  are  designed  to  provide 
basic  training  for  bivocational  music 
directors  ana  other  music  leaders  in 
churches.  The  eight  courses  meet  two 
hours  per  week. 

Each  course  is  eight  weeks  in  length 
The  third  course,  Reading  Music. 
Rhythm  /Pitch,  will  meet  once  a  week 
for  two  hours  for  eight  consecutive 
weeks  (Starkville  location  meets  on 
Saturday)  at  the  following  locations  and 
times: 

•  First  Church,  Lyman  —  beginning 
January  17  (6:30-8:30  p.m.).  Louis 
White,  teacher:  (228)  832-2159. 

•  Northcrest  Church,  Meridian  — 
beginning  January  16  (6:30-8:30  p.m.). 
Buddy  McElroy,  teacher  (601)  938-8668. 

•  First  Church,  Cleveland  —  begin¬ 
ning  January  17  (6:30-8:30  p.m).  Alan 
Berry,  teacher  (662)  843-2701. 

•  Easthaven  Church,  Brookhaven  — 
beginning  January  16  (7-9  p.m.).  Mark 
Hamilton,  teacher  (601)  835-6607. 

•  First  Church,  Starkville  —  January 
14  (9  a.m.-5  p.m.,  with  lunch  break). 
Tom  Jenkins,  teacher  (662)  323-5633. 

•  First  Church,  Booneville  —  begin¬ 
ning  January  17  (6:30-8:30  p.m.). 
LuAnne  Ford,  teacher  (662-  728-6272. 

•  Broadmoor  Church,  Madison  — 
beginning  January  16  (6-8  p.m.).  Jimmy 
McCaleb,  teacher,  (601)  924-1233. 

The  cycle  of  courses  is  scheduled 
over  a  two-year  period.  The  eight 
courses  are  Song  Leading;  Worship 
Planning;  Reading  Music: 
Rhythm/  Pitch,  Reading  Music: 
Harmony /Melocfy;  Hymnology;  Music 
Administration  /Staff  Relations;  Survey 
of  Church  Music  Resources;  and  Class 
Voice. 

Each  course  is  independent  and  has 
no  prerequisite.  Six  students  must  be 
enrolled  for  each  class  to  start.  Each  stu¬ 
dent  who  completes  the  eight  courses 
earns  a  certificate  from  the  Providence 
Learning  Center  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  There' is  a  one-time  enroll¬ 
ment  fee  of  $25.00.  The  cost  of  each 
course  is  $125.00. 

A  $60.00  scholarship  is  available  for 
all  first-time  students.  Students  already 
enrolled  are  not  eligible.  The  grant  is 
limited  to  one  person  per  church. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
teachers  listed  above  p;  Jimmy  McCaleb 
at  MBCB  Church  Music  Department, 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3273  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  273. 
E-mail:  mccaleb@cabinview,net.  Web 
site:  http://mbcb.org/church_growth/ 
cm  /  school. aspx. 


The  Baptist  Record 


DECEMBER  22,  2011 


NOVEMBER  1, 2011 
THROUGH 
DECEMBERS,  2011 


Mrs.  Carl  Haskins 

Balfour  &  Mary  E. 
Lipscomb 

Ray  6c  Frankie  Heard 

Ms.  Janet  E  Aldridge 
Shirley  Kendall 

Mrs.  Glenda  C.  Fry 
Mary  Ellen  Leftwkh 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Bro.  Stacy  McKee 

Ladies  Clas6,  Springdale 
BC 

Mrs.  Lynda  McKinley 

John  &  Annette  Drennan 
Meredith  Moore 

Mrs.  Alfalene  J. 
Vardanian 
Mary  Ann  Odom 

Joy  SSC,  FBC  Cleveland 
Laura  Prescott 

Mrs.  Linda  S.  Campbell 
Mrs.  Thelma  Prewitt 

Raiford  6c  Edna  Earle 
Crews 

Charles  Renfrew 

Mrs.  Edna  M.  Gilliland 
Mrs.  Joy  Roberts 

John  6c  Annette  Drennan 
Jack  6c  Carol  Simmons 

Mz  6c  Mrs.  Quentin  E 
Benedict 
Frances  Smith 

Ms.  Mary  F.  Frazier 
MyrtisTabb 

Joy  SSC,  FBC  Cleveland 
Roy  6c  Carolyn  Taylor 

Kay  6t  Matt  Matteson 
Jonathan  Tingle 

Mrs.  Alfalene  J.  Vardanian 
Brad  VanQeave 

Mr.  6c  Mrs.  Robert  A. 
VanCleave  Jr. 

Ann  White 

Robin  6k  C.*hy  White 

MEMORIALS 


HONORS 

FBC  Flora 

Tinsley  BC 

Keenagers,  Antioch  Southern 
Methodist  Church 

Mrs.  Jerry  Davis 
The  Kris  White  Family 

Robin  6c  Cathy  White 
The  Ray  Hopkins  Family 
Robin  4c  Cathy  Wnite 
The  Terrell  Winstead  Family 
Mrs.  Janeiro  L.  Cranage 
Philene  Allen  * 

Joy  SSC  FBC  Cleveland 
Judy  Anderson 

Mrs.  Annis  Goss 
Ms.  Lavem  Ay  cock 

Mary  Lou  4c  Lavem's 
SSC  Whitesand  BC 
Bennett  Bolding 

Mrs.  Glenda  C.  Fry 
Laura  Stephenson  Bolding 
Mrs.  Glenda  C.  Fry 
Mildred  Boyd 
y.  Ms.  Lori  Adams 
Mrs.  Phillip  D.  Brady  * 
Jim  4c  Melissa 
Covington  . 

Mrs.  Eva  Nell  Brister 

Raiford  4c  Edna  Earle 
Crews 

Mr.  4c  Mrs.  Bobby  Brock 
Balfour  4c  Mary  E. 
Lipscomb 

Ron  4c  Sandy  Brooks 

Mr.  Russell  H.  Wilson 
Melvya  Cassel 
w  Joy  SSC,  FBC  Union 
Mr.  4c  Mrs.  John  J.  Dale 
Robert  4c  Mary  Ann 
Parman 

and  Mrs.  Harry  Frye 
Mrs.  Linda  S.  Campbell 
Ms.  Mary  Lou  Gamer 

Mary  Lou  4  Lavem's 
SSC,  Whitesand  BC 
Mr.  4c  Mrs.  Craig  Haskins 
Balfour  4c  Mary  E. 
Lipscomb 


Mrs.  Georgia  Gollman 

Mr.  4c  Mrs.  Francis  J. 
e  Speights 
"Mighty  Max" 

Mrs.  Annis  Goss 
Daughter  of  Harold  4c  Martha 
Roberts  .  - 

Mrs.  Glenda  C.  Fry 


from  0*ptist  GkiMren  5  V(( Ug 


Mother  of  Gwen  Nichols 

Gerald  It  Tollie  Stanfcud 
Mother  of  Clifton  Moak 
Mrs.  Glenda  G  Fry 
Mother  of  Jerry  Thompson 
Mrs.  Frances  N.  Allen 
Niece  of  Carolyn  Harlan 

Mis.  Glenda  G  Fiy  , 
Sister  of  Joe  Pigott 

Mrs  Glenda  G  Fry 
Unde  of  Ken  Wilkinson 
Mrs.  Glenda  G  Fry 
Mr  Ovaries  Acy 

The  Rogers  Family 
Frances  Allen 

Ek»s  Hunter  SSC  FBC 
McComb 

,4IUe  R^th  SSC  Hurley  BC 
John  Melvin  Woods 

Mrs.  JerrieS.  Foote 
Mis.  Caria  Boone  Anderson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lester  Hadden 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmie  L 
Man  ton 

Mrs.  Mavis  Braswell  Austin 
Quinn,  Marjorie,  Nolan  & 
Sara  Bullock 

Ms.  Bessie  S.  Crosby 
Susan.  Joe  A  Boone 
Rooney 
Faye  Stringer 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Julian 
Campbell 

Mr  Ken  Ellis 
Wm.  Wade  Ayeock  Jr 

Mrs.  Joyce  G  Avcock 
Billy  Baird 

Dr  A  Mis.  Gene  Warren 
Velma  Baker 

Bradford  Chapel  BC  Gore 


Robert  Daniels 

Ms  Annie  Rre  Stephens 
Mr  A  Mrs.  V.  B  Davis 

Mrs.  Mary  D.  Horton 
Mark  Doyle 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  N. 
Wilkinson 
Charles  Dykes 

New  Hope  BC 
Mr.  Henry  J.  Eaton 

Gafl  Stringer  4  Family 
Mrs.  Minnie  Jo  Hill 
„  Rick  4  Usa  Wright 
CNEggerJr 

Mrs.  C.  N.  Egger  Jr 


Billy  Card 

Charles  4  Hazel  Porter 
M^Louis  Carpenter 

Larry  4  Frances  Cooley 
Rev.  Richard  P.  Carraway 

Mis.  Marie  R  Carraway 
Mrs.  Grady  Cason 

Mrs.  Joy  B.  Roberts 
Janet  Marie  Centofanb 

John.  Kristin  4  Jackson 
Perry 

Jesse,  Sandy  4  Jacob 
Singleton 
Doris  Champion 
PhebsBC 
Fred  Chandler 

Bobby  and  Jo  Ann  Eure 
Myrtle  Chandler 

-  Angela  Francis  4 
Family 

Susan  Perry  4  Family 
Wendy  Campbell  4 
Family 

Jimmy  4  Joan  Fleming 
Clint  4  Cindy  Weaver 
Larry  Clanton 

Bradford  Chapel  BC 
Gore  Springs 

Philadelphia  BC  Core 


Billy  Farris 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Charles  E 
Blackwell 
Josephine  Ferri 

Byron  4  Cathy  Kyle 
Hazle  Finley 

Warren  4  Becky  Strickland 
Mark  A.  Ftemmons 

John  4  Lillie  Flemmorts 
George  Fletcher 

Gerald  4  Tollie  Stanford 
Mr  Stacy  Floyd 

Men's  ScAdult  SSC  Zion 
Hill  BC 
Fabon  Fotlin 

Billy  4  Lori  Barnett 
Kenneth  Fortius 

Curtis  4  Kaye  Buchanan 
kxie  Francis 

Billy  4  Tanya  Moon 
Michael  Freeman  Sr 

Vince  4  Judy  Crisri 
Vera  Jean  George  Gallagher 
Heaven's  Touch  Massage 

GregoryStepJ>en  Galloway 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Vaughn 
Galloway 
Horace  Gant 

Gerald  4  Tollie  Stanford 
Geneva  Gardner 

Mr  Bobby  G  Gardner 
Mrs.  Joyce  Smith  Garrett 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  R  Miller  Reid 
Mrs.  Mae  Oil 

Ike  A  Florine  Collins 
Donnie  4  Phyllis  Collins 
Brenda  4  Lance  Lowery 
Cissy  4  Johnny  Smith 
Betty  Gobnan 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Francis  J. 
Speights 


Willingtiam 


Patricia  Clark 

x  Mr.  4  Mrs.  F.  R.  Clark 
James  Clarke 

Mrs.  Polly  Clarke 
Donna  G.  Cochran 

Chris  4  Sandra  Federkk 
Caleb  Coleman 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Jerry  E. 
Breakfield 
Mr  Neville  Conerly 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Patrick  N. 
Conerl] 

Mr.  4  Mrs. 


Kim  4  Bud  Doherty 
Mr.  Frank  Bell 

Union  BC,  Crosby 
Mr  Thomas  U  Black  Jr 
Frank  4  Sandra 
Crosthwait 

Charlie  4  Wanda  Brister 
James  4  Stephanie  Earls  4 
Family 

Addle  Kirkland 
Mr.  Tubby  Black 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Fred  H. 
Bladdedge 
Garland  Blair 

Ms.  Mary  Lou  Blair  4 
Family 

Marlin  Blanton 
•  Ms.  Etheleen  J.  Blanton 
Carla  Boone 

Rev.  E  J.  Skrruker 
Alma  McCullough  Boyd 

Mrs.  Barbara  H.  Fuller 
Charles  Breeland 

Siloam  Be  Mead  vide 
Virginia  Brinson 

Ms.  D.  Nicholas 
Irene  Brister 

Elois  Hunter  SSC  FBC 
McComb 
Jerry  Britt 

Mrs.  Arm  Frazier 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Buford  Griffith 
Thelma  Broom 

Mr.  4  Mrs  Lester  Maddox 
Jeff  Brown 

Kolola  Springs  BC 

Mrs  Lona  M.  Southerland 
Marlene  B.  Brown 

Ms.  Etheleen  J.  Blanton 
Mr  Jeff  Brown 

Mrs  Dot  G.  Griffin 
Mr  Jerry  Brown 

Mrs  GaU  Kirkland 
Jahazel  Buckley 

Mr.  Ted  Buckley 
Augustine  Burch 

Ms  Vicky  Swalm 
Virginia  Melven  Burgess 

The  Jerry  Sartin  Family 
Melanie  Burke 

Mr.  Charles  Christmas 
Ochia  Busby 

Debbie  &  Darrell 
Ainsworth 
Eric  Butts 

Leroy  &  Sandra  Peeples 
Mr.  Charlie  J.  Byrd 
FBC  Louisville . 

Mrs  Nancy  Cahill 

Mrs  Mittie  Kay  Smith 
Doug  Calloway 

Mrs  Allan  Loper 
Mac  Campbell 

Mr  John  M.  Campbell 
Mrs  Linda  S.  Campbell 


Beacham 

Mrs  Nell  Williams 
Dave  Karleskint 
Vickie  Edwards 
Michelle  Kurtz 
Gabby  Lau 
Rob  Loughrin 
Stephen  Hunter 
Bob  Turner 
David  Greenberg 
Melv.n  Henderson 

Mrs  Margie  Henderson 
Elaine  Herring 

Mr  W.  8.  Herring  Jr. 
Inez  Herring 

Mr  W  B.  Herring  Jr 


Alton  Cook 
'  Linda  4  Ray  Campbell 
Mr.  Willie  Cook 

Unity  BC,  Magnolia 
Mrs.  Nina  Cook 

James  and  Wondra  Dale 
Seth  Cooley 

Ms.  jean  Allgood 
Mr.  Dalton  Cox 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Jimmie  L. 
Manton 

Rev.  E.  J.  Slonaker 
Michael  Cox 

Ms.  Nell  D.  Cox 
Garland  Daniel 

Vemon  4  Frances1 
Haygood 

Mis  Odtin  Daniel 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Daniel  Lee 


Bill  Hewitt 


Mrs.  Betty  Jo  Hewitt 


good  news  is  that  a  savior  has  of  these  are  found  in  Luke, 
been  bom.  Here  for  the  first  The  good  news  was  news  of 
and  only  time  in  the  Gospel  is  •  peace  —  a  peace  that  passes 
"savior  used  for  )esus.  all  understanding  (cf.  Phil. 

Since  Luke  was  aware  of  4.7).  It  was  not  the  Pax 
Jesus'  brothers  and  sisters  Romana  (Peace  of  Rome)  for 
(Luke  8:19-21;  Acts  1:14;  cf.  the  absence  of  war  doesn't 
Mark  6:3)  he  described  Mary's  guarantee  the  presence  of 
baby  as  her  protokos  ("first-  peace.  This  peace  is  the  OT 
bom")  instead  of  monogenes  shalom.  It  is  not  simply  an 
(only  begotten)  because  he  inner  disposition  or  the 
knew  of  other  sons.  This  absence  of  war.  The  word 
"firstborn"  is  also  "Savior."  evokes  a  whole  social  order  of 
But  this  savior  is  more  that  the  well-being  and  prosperity, 
term  meant  when  applied  to  security  and  harmony.  In  a 
the  judges  of  Israel.  He  is  season  where  so  many  people 
Christ  the  Lord,  Christos  suffer  from  depression,  gnef, 
Kurios.  Whereas  John  the  and  loneliness,  this  message 
Baptist  was  fire  prophet  of  the  is  indeed  good  news! 

Most  High  (1:16,  17,  76;  7:26),  These  faithful  shepherds 
Jesus  is  Savior,  Christ,  and.  heard-went-saw-and  told 
Lord.  Jesus'  physical  birth  everyone  about  the  message, 
was  like  any  other  birth.  It  is  and  all  who  heard  it  were 
the  origin  (1:35),  identity  amazed.  May  the  Lord  renew 
(2:11),  and  destiny  (1:32-33)  of  in  you  this  Christmas  the 
the  child  that  are  significant.  amazement  of  his  gift  of  sal- 

The  angel  announced  vation,  great  joy,  and  perfect 


of  the  times  that  sought 
to  keep  the  limbs  of  tne 
child  straight. 

The  scene  shifts  to 
nearby  fields  where  an 
angelic  host 

announced  the  birth  of 
a  "savior"  to  shep¬ 
herds  watching  their 
flocks.  The  word 


hires  teach  that  impurity  and  promiscuity."  In  enee  the  victory  oi 
el  resolved  or  deter-  the  gospel  according  to  John,  we  —  for  a  whole  wc 
■d  that  he  would  not  learn  that  people  prefer  darkness  ness  cannot  extingi 
e  himself  with  the  to  light  because  their  deeds  are  light  (cf.  Jn.  1:5). 
and  wine  from  the  evil  (John  3:19).  Darkness  hides  So  take  off  the  ol 
stable  (Dan.  IS).  and  conceals  while  light  discloses  disobedience)  and 

i  Romans  13:12-14,  and  reveals.  Evil  flourishes  in  self  with  Christ  (th 
wrote  from  the  per-  darkness  because  those  who  enee).  Don't  malign 
five  of  the  closing  practice  evil  wrongly  assume  align  them  w 
xi  of  this  present  age  that  what  they  are  doing  cannot  Automobile  tires  < 
stated  that  "the  hour  be  seen.  The  desire  for  darkness  ment  are  subjected 
Dme  foryou  toi.ake  is  itself  an  admission  of  the  wear;  a  life  out  of  al 
ur  slumber,  because  wrongness  of  the  act.  Christ  is  no  diff 

n  is  nearer  now  than  Instead  of  flirting  with  or  Christians  continue 
rst  believed."  He  too  engaging  in  such  activity,  believ-  ed  with  acts  of  da 
odly  living  (cf.  also  ers  are  to  put  on  ("dothe  oneself  who  live  in  Christ  t 
;  2  Peter  3:11-14).  So  with")  the  armor  of  Jesus  Christ,  those  temptations  tl 
wake  up  to  reality"  Joshua  demanded,  "But  if  serv-  ty  of  expression  in  1 
very  day  brings  us  ing  file  LORD  seems  undesirable  not  think  about  hi 
e  return  of  Chnst,  so  to  you,  then  choose  far  your-  the  desires  of  the 
iction.  Since  the  night  selves  this  day  whom  you  will  lit.,  "and  do  not 
,ver  and  the  day  is  serve."  (Jodi-  24:15)  From  Joshua  thought  [ pronoian] 
wn  (v.  12),  it  is  critical  to  Paid,  the  message  was  and  is:  [surtos]."  Do  not  ev 
ers  rid  themselves  Stop  dilly  dallying  around  when 
of  the  works  of  dark-  it  comes  to  which  god  you  will 
Dthe  themselves  with  serve  —  choose  either  die  gods 
s  of  light  of  darkness  or  the  God  of  fight, 

duct  of  darkness  is  Be  decisive  in  your  actions! 
s  "orgies,"  "drunken-  Separate  yourselves  from  all  that 
rituafimmorality  and  belongs  to  darkness.  Jesus  Christ 
The  HCSB  offers  is  our  armor  against  wicked- 
ion  "not  in  carousing  ness.  When  we  walk  (live)  "in 


Proverbs  23: 


this  lesson  affirms  that  being  fife.  One  way  to  stay  on  hac 

good  stewards  of  our  bodies  the  right  patn  is  to  avoid  drunk-  up  from  j 
means  that  we  don't  malign  our  enness  and  gluttony,  both  of  our  salvat 
bodies;  rather  we  align  them  which  cause  one  to  be  drowsy,  when  we 
with  Christ  which  leads  to  laziness  and  then  called  for 

Shakespeare's  character  in  to  poverty.  James  5* 

Henry  IV  John  Falstaff,  is  a  The  wise  writer  warned  we  are  to 
drunkard,  a  thief,  a  liar  and  a  against  drunkenness  AND  glut-  (Philips), 
coward.  He  is  well  loved  by  audi-  tony,  but  most  Baptists  I  know  closer  to  t 
ences  though,  because  he  is  (like  me  who  loves  covered  dish  let  us  take 
humorous,  jovial  and  free-living,  luncheons  and  "dinner  on  the  is  nearly 
However  he  is  eventually  reject-  ground")  condemn  the  former  about  to  d 
ed  (in  the  play)  because  his  and  wink  at  the  latter.  The  second  that  belie 
behavior  becomes  *>  apprehensi-  clause  in  verse  19,  keep  your  complete! 
ble.  Unfortunately,  in  America  heart  on  the  right  path  is  literally  ness  and  i 
today,  rather  than  rejecting  and  "make  your  heart  walk"  (=  guide  theweape 
condemning  sensuous  behavior  your  heart)  in  the  way  (the  path  The  a 
society's  trend  seems  to  be  one  of  of  wisdom).  Do  not  join  (don  t  be  described 
accepting  and  embracing  a  part  of)  those  who  drink  too  ness,"  "s] 
lifestyles  that  are  obnoxious,  much  wine  (excessive  drinkers)  debauche 
immoral  and  perverted.  or  gorge  themselves  on  meat  the  transL 
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God  Brings  Lord  appeared  in  front  of  the  with  Balaam  upon  his  arrival 

Good  Where  Some  donkey  with  his  sword  drawn,  and  shows  Balaam  the  large 

Intend  Evil  The  donkey  turned  into  a  field  population  of  Israelites  from 

Numbers  22: 31-35  and  Balaam  struck  file  donkey,  the  high  places  of  Baal  where 

God  used  Balaam,  the  The  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  he  sacrifices  oxen  and  sheep, 
igan  diviner  to  bring  a  twice  more  in  front  of  the  don-  Balaam  receives  four  oracles 
essing  even  as  Balak  key  causing  Balaam  to  strike  it  from  the  Lord  in  which  he 
id  asked  for  a  curse,  twice  more.  The  Lord  opened  blesses  the  Israelites.  Two 
ie  larger  scripture  of  the  mouth  of  the  donkey  caus-  truths  about  God  are  revealed 
umbers  22:  7-30  ing  it  to  talk  asking  "What  have  in  the  second  oracle  in  verse 

ifolds  -a  most  interest-  I  done  to  you  that  you  have  19  —  God  is  truth  and  does 
e  story  of  the  miracu-  struck  me  these  three  times?"  not  lie  and  God  is  and  always 
Ss  talking  donkey  that  (Numbers  22:  28,  NKJV).  The  will  be  the  same.  Balaam  can- 
angel  of  the  Lord.  Lord  caused  Balaam's  eyes  to  not  reverse  God  s  plan  for 
abves  of  the  King  of  be  opened  allowing  him  to  see  these  people  referred  to  as 
lght  Balaam,  however  the  angel  of  the  Lord  with  his  Jacob  and  Israel.  God  is  the 
1  to  go  stating  the  Lord  sword  drawn.  Balaam  bowed  ruler  over  Israel  as  is  stated  in 
1  allow  him  to  curse  file  his  head  and  fell  to  the  ground  Numbers  23:21  the  shout  of  a 
as  they  were  blessed,  admitting  he  had  sinned  and  King  is  among  them  (NKIV). 
re  representatives  with  would  turn  back.  However,  the  God’s  power  is  greater  than 
estige  came  to  Balaam  angel  of  the  Lord  allowed  Satan  and  Balaam  was  forced 
fused  saying  silver  and  Balaam  to  go  with  the  represen-  to  acknowledge  God  s  bless- 
Id  not  persuade  him  to  tatives  of  Balak  under  the  con-  ings  on  His  people.  God  is  to 
t  the  Lord.  However;  dition  of  speaking  only  as  told  be  glorified  by  the  success  of 
sen  tatives  were  invit-  of  the  Lord.  His  people.  How  glorified  is 

,  the  night  waiting  on  God  as  a  result  of  our  actions? 

er  from  God.  God  God  Never  Ceases  to  Care  However,  God  continues  to 
Balaam  to  go  but  to  for  His  People  bless  us  daily.  In  the  words 

words  given  by  God.  Numbers  23: 19-23  of  our  lesson  title  we  are  to 

i  sensed  evil  in  the  God  continues  to  direct  'stay  grateful  for  God  s  care. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Stay  Grateful  For  God's  Care 

Numbers  22:4b-6,  31-35;23:19-23 


;  child,  not  a  baby.  Herod 
Ireat’was  the  reigning 
He  is  described  as  being 
ss  and  violent,  doing 
ly  thing  to  protect  his  power. 
Herod  inquired  of  the  wise 

_ _ _  ____  _  _  the  time  of  the  star's.^ 

is  not  to  be  confused  the  HoljT  Spirit  and  encourag'-  appearance  which  would  later  . 
with  Jacob  the  patri-  ing  him  to  take  Mary  as  his  lead  to  his  order  to  kill  all  male 

arch  who  lived  hun-  wife.  The  explanation  gave  children  two  years  and  under 

details  of  the  baby  to  come  as  a"  in  Bethlehem  and  its  districts, 
boy  to  be  named  Jesus  who  The  wise  men  answered  the 

was  to  save  his  people  from  king's  question  of  where  with  a 

sin.  Joseph  took  Mary  as  his  propheiy  from  Micah  5:2  stat- 

wife  as  tne  angel  of  tne  Lord  ing  Befiuehem.  After  the  visit 

revealed  ‘  with  the  King,  they  were  over¬ 

joyed  to  see  me  star'  guiding 
Messiah's  Rule:  them  to  the  place  where  the 

He's  Worthy  of  Worship  child  was.  This  is  file  first  indi- 
Matthew  2:1,  7-11  cation  that  'the  star'  actually 

Here  is  'the  star'  that  led  the  moved.  There  are  assumed  to 

_  to  visit  (Matthew  2:  be  three  wise  men  since  there 

The  2-9)  Jesus  in  Bethlehem.  The  were  three  gifts  opened  and 
from  the  east  presented  —  gold,  frankin- 
'Savior'  and  possibly  Persia,  Babylon  or  the  cense  and  myrrn.  They  fell  on 

A  - '  * -  a1 —  their  knees  and  worshiped 

_ _  _  _ _  Him.  Yes,  the  Messiah  nas 

_  _____  (uence.  Being  counselors  of  come  and  yes,  the  Messiah  is 

It  Being  Kings,  they  were  learned  men  worthy  of  worship.  He  is  the 
legal  agreement  thought  to  have  studied  astrol-  gift  to  redeem  us  from  sin.  Will 

j  -  j - *—  ogy.  They  came  unexpectedly  we  accept  and  open  the  great- 

as  much  as  two  years  after  est  gift  of  all? 

Jesus'  birth.  The  scripture  _ _ 

it  by  notes  that  the  wise  men 
‘  "t.  entered  a  house,  not  a  stable,  Moore  is  a  member  of 
and  Jesus  is  referred  to  as  a  Macedonia  Church,  Petal. 


Numbers  prophecy  and  upright  man  of  compas-  you 
which  begins  with  the  sion  ana  kindness.  Upon  the 
genealogy  of  Jesus  learning  of  the  pregnancy,  he  Kin| 
from  Abraham  indud-  desired  to  secretly  divorce  rul 
ing  Joseph  who  is  Mary.  However,  an  angel  an; 
engaged  to  Mary,  appeared  to  Joseph  in  a  dream 
Joseph's  father  Jacob  declaring  the  conception  by  men 


Explore  the  Bible 

The  Messiah  Has  Come 

Numbers  24: 17;  Matthew  1:16-21;  2:  7-11 


By  MeUeen  Moore  the  east  side  of.  the 

1  Dead  Sea.  The  inhab- 

.The  Israelites  had  spent  near-  itants  of  Moab  were 
ly  40  years  in  file  wilderness  frightened  for  several  Moore 
and  were  preparing  to  enter  reasons  —  large  popu- 
Canaan.  There  had  been  lation  of  Israelites, 
numerous  oppositions  along  possibility  of  defeat  in  saw 
file  way  from  disobedience,  to  •  battle,  and  losing  the  known  Repi 
lack  of  faith  and  rebelling  way  of  life  of  the  Moabites.  Moa 
against  God's  chosen  leaders.  Balak,  King  of  Moab,  had  he  n 
The  children  of  Israel  had  truly  sent  messengers  seeking  wou 
become  a  nation  under  Moses’  the  assistance  of  Balaam,  brat 
and  Aaron's  leadership.  God  a  sorcerer  or  pagan  diviner  Aga 
had  established  laws,  devel-  to  place  a  curse  on  the  grea 
oped  worship  practices  and  sac-  Israelites.  The  use  of  a  and 
rmces  as  well  as  made  military  sorcerer  was  rather  common  gold 
preparation.  Victories  had  been  in  Old  Testament  times,  go  a 
won  in  battle  and  file  Children  Balak  was  thinking  a  curse  tne 
of  Israel  were  being  recognized  would  weaken  the  morale  ed  < 
as  God's  people  in  a  covenant  of  the  Israelites  so  they  could  an 
relationship  with  the  Lord.  be  driven  away.  He  even  alio 

complimented  Balaam  stating  onq 
Son*  a  Will  Oppose  God's  that  his  curses  and  blessings  The 


By  Melleen  Moore 


How  refreshing  —  The  eral  prophecies  of  the  ' 

Messiah  has  come  —  a  Messiah's  coming  in 
reminder  for  this  joyous  sea-  the  Old  Testament.  In 
son  of  the  year.  Could  we  Numbers  the  Israelites 
ever  celebrate  enough  to  wel-  make  their  way  towards  the 
come  the  Messiah?  Sure  we  Promised  Land.  Their  reputa-  . 
can.  AH  He  asked  is  to  be  tion  precedes  them  after  the"  prophets, 
invited  into  our  hearts. 

Having  been  raised  on  a  farm 
we  spent  many  hours  outside. 

One  of  my  favorite  memories 
of  the  late  evening  work  in 
this  season  was  to  gaze  into 
the  sky  and  choose  'the  star.' 

Could  it  be  this  one  or  could 
it  be  this  one?  The  reason  for  _ 

'the  star'  was  to  show  the  reluctant  non-Jewish  prophet, 
way  to  the  Messiah  and  so  we  In  his  words,  “I  see  Him,  but 
celebrate  His  coming  again  not  now;  1  behold  Him,  but 
and  again.  not  near."  ( 

NKJV)  The  future  event  pro- 


dred's  of  years  earlier. 
Moore  The  family  tree  shows 
42  generations  from 
Abraham  until  the  Messiah 
that  was  foretold  by  the 


Egypt.  The  inhabitants  of  Messiah's  Mission:  To  Save 
Moab,  a  narrow  strip  of  land  us  From  Sin 

east  of  the  Dead  Sea,  are  anx-  Matthew  1:18-21 

ious.  The  King  of  Moab,  Matthew  ir  traduces  the 
Balak,  hired  a  fortune  teller  to  Messiah  as  "Jesus  Christ"  wise  men 
curse  the  Israelites.  He  tried,  (Matthew  1:18  NKJV).  G._ 
but  each  time  it  turned  into  a  name  Jesus  is  the  personal  wise  men  were 

blessing  so  Balaam  became  a  name  meanint  '° - '  — 1  . 

the  name  Christ  means  Arabian  Desert  where  the 
'anointed  one.'  Mary  was  an  may  have  had  some  Jewisl 

_ _  _ _ _  honorable  and  moral  woman 

not  near."  (Numbers  24:17,  engaged  to  Joseph. 

claims  an  Israelite  from ‘the  which  required  a  divorce  to 
line  of  Jacob  as  a  star  (king)  dissolve  it.  Mary  was  chosen 
with  a  scepter.  This  king  by  God  to  birth  His  son;  there- 
would  have  power  over  Moab  fore,  she  became  pregnant  _ 
and  the  Shethites.  In  Matthew  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
we  see  the  fulfillment  of  the  Joseph  also  was  an  honorable 


Messiah's  Cuming: 
Foretold  by  Prophets 


BC  Numbers  24:17; 
Matthew  1:16-17 
The  prophecy  of  the 
Messiah  was  foretold  in 
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Christians  respond  after  passing  of  celebrity  atheist 

death  tonight  of  Christopher 
Hitchens  is  an  excruciating  reminder  of 
the  consequences  of  unbelief.  We  can 
only  pray  others  will  believe.  The  point 
about  Christopher  Hitchens  is  not  that 
he  died  of  unbelief,  but  that  his  unbelief 
Ls^aU  that  matters  now.  Unspeakably 

Ed  Stetzet  vice  president  of  research 
and  ministry 
development 
at  LifeWay 
Christian 
Resources, 
wrote  in  a 
blog  post 
that  for  many 


he  wrote  extensively  about  politics,  but 
it  was  his  outspoken,  confrontational 
words  on  God's  existence  that  caught 
the  attention  of  the  Christian  communi¬ 
ty.  Hitchens  and  other  members  of  the 
New  Atheism  movement  such  as 
Richard  Dawkins  and  Sam  Harris  went 
beyond  the  centuries-old  arguments 
against  God  and  religion. 

Hitchens  wasn't  simply  arguing 
against  God's  existence;  he  said  that  the 
world's  greatest  problems  were  caused 
by  religion.  Society,  he  argued,  should 
(feanse  itself  of  all  religious  beliefs. 
Hitchens'  most  famous  book  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  summed  up  his  thoughts  in  the  tide, 
God  is  Not  Great  How  Religion  Poisons 
Everything. 

He  once  said  of  families  who  raise 
their  children  to  believe  in  God;  "How 
can  we  ever  know  how  many  children 
had  their  psychological  and  physical 
lives  inseparably  maimed  by  the  com¬ 
pulsory  inculcation  of  faith?* 

He  wrote  that  religion  was  "violent 
irrational,  intolerant,  allied  to  racism 
and  tribalism  and  bigotry,  invested  in 
ignorance  and  hostile  to  free  inquiry, 
contemptuous  of  women  and  coercive 
toward  children." 

Hitchens,  who  had  dual  British  and 
US.  citizenship,  regularly  took  part  in 
debates  pver  God's  existence.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  in  November  2010  he  debated 
Southwestern  Seminary  professor 
William  Dembski  and  in  April  2009  he 
starred  ^with  Christian  apologist 

After  Hitchens'  cleath,  Christian  lead¬ 
ers  were  mostly  gracious  in  their 


‘The  death 
tonight  of 
Christopher 
Hitchens  is  an 
excruciating 


reminder  of  the 
consequences  of 
unbelief.  We  can 
only  pray  others 
will  believe.  The 
point  about 
Christopher 
Hitchens  is  not 
that  he  died  of 
unbelief,  but  that 
his  unbelief  is  .all 
that  matters  now. 
Unspeakably  sad.” 


Christians 
should  react 
with  com- 
passion, 
Stetzer  said. 
"I  would 
like  to  see 
the  dialogue 


I  of  Christian 
apologetics 
move  from 
Hitchens, 

Dawkins, 
and  Harris 
into  our 
houses,  din¬ 
ers,  and  local 

community  —  R-Abert  Mohierjr. 
centers,  '  president 

^  V*  ,ZCI  Southern  Seminary 

wrote. 

"The  AP 
news  wire 

will  not  be  abuzz  with  the  passing  of 
the  atheist  in  your  neighborhood,  but 
your  heart  ought  hurt  for  them.  I  am 

Kateful  for  evangelical  scholars  who 
ve  engaged  New  Atheism  with  the 
level  of  intellectual  commitment  the 
movement  deserves.  But  for  most  of 
us,  we  ought  to  concern  ourselves 
neve  over  the  debates  that 
war  in  tne  minds  of  our  families, 
friends,  and  coworkers." 


1's  exis-  this,  and  was  afraid  of  letting  down  the 
V  wrote  infidel  team,"  Wilson  wrote.  'In  a  num- 
s  at  ber  of  interviews  during  the  course  of 
his  cancer  treatments,  he  discussed  the 
faithful  prospect  of  a  'death  bed'  conversion, 
inted  to  and  it  was  dear  that  he  was  concerned 
hat  the  about  the  prospect.  But,  he  assured 
:  knew  interviewers,  if  anything  like  that  ever 
it  about  happened,  we  should  all  be  certain  that 
o  knew  the  cancer  or  the  dtemo  or  something 
—  that  had  gotten  to  his  brain." 
ance  is  After  Hitchens  died.  Southern  with  and 
Seminary  President  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr. 


also  commented,  saying  in  a  Tweet. 


Iran  pastor  to  remain  in  fail  while  court  considers  death  sentence 

•  TEHRAN  (BP)  —  An  Iranian 
pastor  who  potentially  faces  a 
death  sentence  for  being  a 
Christian  will  remain  in  prison  freed  by  now’ 
at  least  four  more  months  and  '  ' 

perhaps  up  to  a  year;  according 
to  conflicting  reports. 

The  American  Center  for 
Law  and  Justice  (ACLJ)  report¬ 
ed  Dec.  16  that  an  Iranian  court 
had  ordered  any  decision  on 
pastor  Yousef  (also  spelled 
Youcef)  Nadarkhani  to  be 

delayed  at  least  four  months,  _ , _ _ 

meaning  he  will  be  in  prison  the  ayatollah, 
there  during  Christmas  and  The  goal  c 
well  into  the  new  year.  prison,  t _ 

Meanwhile,  a  second  organi-  . 

zation  that  monitors  religious 
freedom  in  the  Middle  East, 

known  as  Present  Truth  -  „ 

Ministries,  reported  that  the  Hillary  Clinton  issued 
delay  would  last  a  year.  Either  — 


way,  the  news  was  disappoint- 

X'o  Nadarkhani's  supporters 
had  hoped  he  might  b« 
freed  by  now. 

It  is  not  known  yet  what  role 
Iranian  Supreme  leader 
Ayatollah  Khamenei  playgd  in 
the  decision.  Nadarkhani's 
supporters  had^een  awaiting  a 
decision  by  the  ayatollah  and 
had  been  expecting  it  to  be 
handed  down  in  mid- 
December.  The  court  had 
requested  an  "opinion"  from 

*L 

—  goal  of  keeping  him  in 
prison.  Present  Truth  Ministries 
said,  is  to  "use  whatever  means 
necessary  to  cause  him  to 
recant  and  return  to  Islam." 

U.S.  Secretary  of  State 
a  state¬ 
ment  Dec.  9  calline  for 


Nadarkhani  and  several  other 
prisoners  of  conscience  world¬ 
wide  to  be  released  "immedi¬ 
ately  and  unconditionally." 

Nadarkhani  was  sentenced 
to  death  a 
of  appeals 
leaving  Islam.  The  case  dates 
back  to  20Q9  when  Nadarkhani 
was  arrested  after  complaining 
that  his  son  was  being  taught 
Islam  in  school.  He  eventually 
was  sentenced  to  death  by  the 
court  of  appeals. 

Earlier  mis  year  the  Iranian 
Supreme  Court  upheld  the 
death  sentence  but  ordered  a 
lower  court  to  examine 
whether  Nadarkhani  was  ever 
a  Muslim  —  a  fact  essential  to 
determine  whether  he  left 
Islam  for  Christianity.  The 
lower  court  in  P  ’  '  * 


found  that  although 
Nadarkhani  was  never  a  prac¬ 
ticing.  Muslim  he  remained 
guilty  of  apostasy  because  he 
had  Muslim  ancestry, 
after  a  court  In  late  September  of  this 
im  guilty  of  year;  he  was  given  four  chances 
-> -■  jq  recant  his  faith  in  court  and 
refused  each  time.  His  case 
.  0  then  was  referred  to  the  ayatol- 

being  taught  lah.  The  American  Center  for 
Law  and  Justice  reported  one  of 
his  court  exchanges. 

"Repent  means  to  return. 
What  should  I  return  to?  To  die 
blasphemyfhat  I  had  before  my 
faith  in  Christ?"  Nadarkhani 
asked. 

"To  the  religion  of  your 
ancestors,  Islam,"  the  judge 
reportedly  replied. 

—  "I  cannot,"  the 
Rasht,  Iran,  responded. 


pastor  Nadarkhani 


